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profit from the situation, held up stocks until the
alarmed consumer paid the price fixed by the seller.
The Government had no means of stopping the
practice, and in perplexity turned to the Army. The
appeal was not made in vain. Under a proclamation
dated i6th August 1915 it was forbidden to accumu-
late or illicitly to export food supplies. Disobedience
. entailed the seizure and sale of the supplies.
If the issue of this proclamation frightened the more
timid hoarders into releasing part of their stocks, it
was far from eradicating the whole evil. Curiously
enough, the Army was among the first to feel the pinch
arising from speculation in food-stuffs, and the supply
services were unable to obtain their forage require-
ments except at absurdly inflated prices. It is true
that the needs of the Army in Egypt in the autumn of
1915 were very different from those of the pre-war
garrison. Where the latter numbered the troops
and animals in hundreds, there were now as many
thousands. But this increase of strength was not the
real cause of the difficulties of the Army at this
moment. They sprang from a genuine belief among
traders that the military services were in their hands.
Contractors, in fact, proposed to squeeze the Army
dry. Steps thereupon were taken to put the pur-
chasers in direct communication with the producers.
Large quantities of dries, or Egyptian hay, were the
immediate requirements, and the Egyptian Govern-
ment undertook to act as the agents of the Army.
This arrangement had nothing in common with the
measures adopted two years later to obtain supplies,
when what the military supply officer required, he took.
On this occasion the agriculturist neither was forced
to sell dries nor threatened with pains and penalties
if he did not desire to do so. Timely co-operation
between the Army and the Ministry of Agriculture
secured the desired result. No more was done by that

